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Thus men go wrong with an ingenious skill ; 
Bend the straight rule to their own crooked will ; 
And, with a clear and shining lamp supplied, 
First put it out, then take it for a guide. 
Halting on crutches of unequal size ; 

One leg by truth supported, one by lies ; 

They sid‘e to the goal with awkward pace, 
Secure of nothiag—but to lose the race 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Unreasonableness of Indecision in Re- 
ligion----No. 1. 

Indecision is uniformly considered as a defect 
of character. There is always an mnefick ney 
in an undecided character, which, if it is not 
blamed, never fails to excite either niny or dis- 
gust. There are some subjects, on which 
mankind can, with more proprie ty and more 

safety, be undecided than others. The more 
important a subject isto an individual, the great- 
er is the impropriety and danger of his being 
undecided in regard to it. Mankind are fre- 
quently undec ided, and very improperly and 
criminally undec ded, with respect to many im- 
portant subje cts of a worldly nature. But on 
no subject in which they are all deeply inter- 
ested, are they so gene rally riod 5 as upon 
religion. Nor is there any one, in regard to 
which their indecision is so unreasonable. It 
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may not perhaps, be unpleas ant or unprofit table 
to the readers of the Christian Visitor to con- 
sider for a moment the unreasonableness of in- 
decision in religion. To avoid weary ing their 
patience, however, [ shall in this number invite 
their attention to one branch of the subject on- 
ly, viz. the unreasonableness of indecision in re- 
eard to the truth of the christian religion.— 
‘There are many, who have never yet satisfied 
themselves in regard to the question, whether 
the scriptures, the foundation cf the christian 
religion, are the word of God, or the « cun- 
ningly devised fables” of men. ‘They have nev- 
er thought, or read, or conversed much on this 
subject ; and whenever they have done either, 
they have not arrived at any satisfactory eon- 
clusion. With the scriptures in their hands, 
with the means of knowing both the internal 
and external evidence of their divine origin, 
and with all the motives to a serious examma- 
tion of this subject, which its acknowledged im- 
portance, and the regard paid to it by others, 
present before them, they know not w hat to be- 
lieve. They often think of death. But as 
they are in ‘doubt respecting the truths of the 
scriptures from which all satisfactory evidence 
of a future state is derived, they remain in 
painful uncertainty with respect to every thing 
beyond the grave. Believing that there is a 
God, and _h: iving been taught that he will yet 
bri ing them into judgment revery secret thing, 
they cannot avoid some alarming apprehensions 
respecting the scenes. of the last day. Buta 
doubt respecting the reality of these scenes, 
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prevents the effect, which a consideration of 
them would otherwise produce. Their uncer- 
tainty respecting the truth of the scriptures, 
leads them to view the whole catalogue of 
cliristian duties, except those which they say 
nature herself enjoins, as practices of a dou!st- 
ful kind. ‘They sometimes fear that they are 
precepts of God; but choose rather te consider 
them as the commandment of men. Although 
they doubt whether the bible is the word of 
God; yet a fear that it is, at times gives them 
great uneasiness. <A possibility of its being 
true. if not sufficient to influence their conduct. 
sumetimes greatiy disturbs the: peace. What 
is said of eternity, they view with indifference, 
when they disbelieve it, but with anxicty, when 
they fear it is true. Heaven and hell are sub- 
jects which they consider with less joy or ter- 
ror, than those who really believe in their ex- 
istence ; but with greater interest than those, 
who have no hope of the one, or fear of the 
other. 

Now this doubt and uncertainty respecting the 
truth of the christian religion is unreasonable. 
If the bible is a * cunningly devised fable.” im- 
posed upon the world by the artifice of design- 
ing men, those who have an opportunity to ex 
amine it, may be satisfied that it is so ; for it is 
incredible that a Being of infinite goodness, as 
all acknowledge God 1s, should suffer a false 
scheme of teligion, one that cannot possibly be 
distinguisted from the truth to be imposed up- 
on his creatures. It .1s in effect, to suppose that 
he himself has placed them under a delusie 
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from which there is no possibility of garage 
a delusion too which terrifies them with need. 
less fears, which excites hopes that must event: 
ually be disappointed ; and which virtually im- 
peaches his own moral character. 

If the christian religicn 1s true, those who 
haye an op pr tunis ty of examining the scriptures, 
may be satisfied that it isso; for to Suppose 
that God saw that we stocd mm need of a revels 
tion, and to meet our necessity gave us one, 
complete in every respect, but without satisfac- 
tory evidence of its Divine original, ts absurd, 
‘T'o be necessarily in doubt respecting the truth 
of the revelation which we have, is the same, 
in its effects as to be without a ep Sigg 
For what more as it respects the grand pur- 
noses of revelation do we know, with the bible 
im our hdiands, 4 we eannot be satisfied that this 
contaias a revelation from God, than we should 
know without it? Just nothing at all. 

If then it be admitted that satisfaction with 
respect to the truth or falsehood of the christ- 
jan religion may be obtained, is it not very un- 
vessouaul e for any to remain in doubt respect- 
ing it? Their own ‘happine ss very much depends 
apon their knowing the truth or falsehood of 
christianity. If it is false it is important, that 
they should know it; because the truth is a 
thing in itself desirable, and ultimately produc. 
tive of happiness. If it is true, it is important, 
that they should know it; because admitting 
its truth, their eternal happine ss or misery de 
ends upon an acceptance, or re lection of its 
proposals. The mere possibility that the christ- 
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jan religion may prove true, is a sufficient rea- 
son why every individual should examine it with 
the utmost seriousness and impartiality, until he 
js satisfied. 

But it is not enough to say here that man- 
kind ought to be satisfied whether the christian 
religion is true. or false: they cught to be satis- 
fied, that it is true. There is incentestible evi- 
dence, that what is contained in the bible is the 
word of God; and no man who considers this 
with that seriousness and impartiality which the 
importance of the subject demands can remain 
in doubt. It is not for want of evidence to sup- 
port the trath of christianity, that so many re- 
main inunbelief. It is because they do not cen- 
sider this evidence with that seriousness, can- 
dour and impartiality, which the subject de- 
mands. 

Let those who are in dcubt respecting the 
truths of revelation consider how much this 
was needed, the disposition which God has ey- 
er manifested to supply the wants of lis creat- 
ures, the improbability that any man, or any set 
of men, would undertake such a work as the 
bible, the fact that bad men could have no in- 
ducement to circulate a work the tendency of 
which is to promote virtue in the highest  de- 
gree, and that good men would not be guilty of 
such fraud as to impose upon the work i. as the 
truth of God, a history of facts which they 
knew to be fallee: Let them open the sacred 
pages and see what marks of divinity are ex- 

ibited. Although written at diflerent times 


and by various authors; yet one ultimate objecz 
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appears to be what they all hadin view. The 
style, in which their thoughts are communicat- 
ed, possesses a heavenly sublimity which no art 
could ever equal. The tendency of all that is 
revealed is evidently to givrify God, and to 
promote the holiness and happiness of his creat- 
ures. Here are predictions known from history 
to have been written long before the events 
which have since appeared to be an exact ful- 
filment of them, took place. As one out of 
many of this description, the destruction of Je- 
rusalem by the Romans may be mentioncd.— 
Other prophecies are here recorded which are 
doubtless fulfilling at the present day. Of the 
Jews it is written,“ The Lord shail scatter thee 
among all the people from the one end of the 
earth even unto the other ;—and among those 
nations thou shall find no ease, neither call the 
sole of thy foot have rest.” If we would see a 
fulfilment of this prediction, let us look at Go«i’s 
ancient covenant people, now dispersed among 
al: nations of the earth, reviled and persecuted 
by the gentiles whom they once cordially de- 
spised. Let those, who are undetermined with 
respect to the truths of christianity, consider 
the effects which it has produced, the opposit- 
ion which it has encountered, the feeble means 
with which it has been prepagated, and the 
length of time which it has prevailed in the 
world, notwithstanding all the efforts of its 
numerous and powerful enemies to destroy it. 
Let them look at those places, in which the re- 
ligion uf tle gospel has recently revived in its 
vower and purity, and see the stupid awakened, 
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the profligate reformed,and they who were once 
iis open opposers new become its warmest 
fi we and if they wall be candid, they must ac- 
knowledge that this is no human art or device. 


—— 


The happiness of trusting in God. 


It is often declared m the scriptures, that 
they, who trust in God, are traly happy. Trust- 
ing in God mvolves such views and exercises, as 
afford peculiar satisfaction. It necessarily im- 

lies a realizing sense of the divine presence. 
The soul draws near to God in an aet of trust 
and dependence upen him. Men never trust in 
an absent, but in a present God. They feel 
that God is not far from them, but surrounds 
them by his invisible presence. And such a 
sense of his nearness fills their minds with pe- 
culiar solemnity and calmncss. Hence says Da- 
vid, * Biessed is the man whom thou choosest, 
and causest to approach urito thee.” Trust- 
wg wm the Lord implies a realizing sense of the 
divine perections. The power, the wisdom 
and goodness of God, render him an cbject of 
supreme trust and confidence; and therefore 
trusting in him necessarily presupposes a clear 
and lively view of these perfections of his na- 
ture. And nothing can afford greater pleasure 
to poor, weak, unworthy creatures, than the 
contemplatiun of infinite power, unerring wis- 
dom, and boundless goodness, employed for 
their guod and the good of the universe. They 
feel strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
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his might. They feel safe and happy in his 
hand. In his light th ey see light, and enjoy 
peace. Trusting in Ged puts them into the 
‘mmediate enjoyment of God; for God himself 
is their trust and hope. Their duty and hap. 
piness, in this case, are me ae connected, 
for so long as they trust in the Lord they must 
be blessed. Again, 

Those who trust inthe Lord must be ha 
because they firmly believe, that all things aa 
terminate well. Their trust in God removes 
all doubt, respecting the final issue of things. 
They believe that all things ever have been, 
and always will be conducted i m the wisest and 
best manner. So that every thing in their 
view, is just as they would have it. The: 
choose that God should please himself; ther 
wills are swallowed up in his will; so that their 
happiness is inseparably connected with thc 
happiness of the Deity. When Eli trusted in 
the Lord, he resigned” his will to the divme will, 
and was happy. When David trusted in the 
Lord, he resigned himself to the will of God, 
and was happy. When Hezekiah trusted in 
the Lord, he cordially submitted to God, and 
was happy. When the Shunamite trusted in 
the Lord, she believed that all things were 
well, and was happy. And our Saviour himself 


was happy when he trusted in his Father and | 


said,“ Father, not my will, but thme be done.” 
Those who trust in the Lord, see no ground 
for anxiety about future events, because they 
know, that God wili do all things well, and 
bring about the very ends which they wish 
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should be accomplished. While God is their 
trust, he must necessarily be their hope and 
their hap piness. 

Besides, God has given particular promises 
to those who trust in his faithfulness. And 
while they take hold of these great and pre- 
cious promises, they must be blessed. 

God has promised to afford them all that 
guidance and direction which they need, while 
passing through this dark and ey il world. Thus 
we read in the third chapter of Proverbs. 
« Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not to thine own understanding. . In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.” How happy must those be, who 
have God at their right hand, to guide and di- 
rect them in the path of duty, when, of them- 
selves, they know not what to do? This,God 
does, fair all those. who trust in him. Theo: wh 
he dines not, at this day, speak to them by an 
audible voice, yet he guides all the motions and 
exercises of their hearts, and governs all their 
voluntary determmations. He makes them 
choose, in all cases, todo whatever he sces ne- 
cessary to be done by them, and guides every 
step they take in their journey through lifes 
The promise of such a guiding, directing, and 
overruling influence, tenet be a source of pecu- 
har satisfaction and comfort. It is a most de- 
sirable and necessary favor. 

God has promised those who trust in him, to 
afford them his powertul protection, while they 
are exposed to all the evils and dangers of the 
present life. This we find in the 125th plalm. 
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+ They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount 
Zion, which cannot be moved, but abideth for. 
ever. As the mountains are round about Jeru- 
salem, so the Lord is round about his people 
from henceforth even forever.” This promise 
was fulfilled to the ancient patriarchs, to the 
prophets and apostles, to the primitive chris. 
tians, and to all true believers eversince. And 
it is still in full force and cbligation; and a 
plies to all that trust in the Lord. God sur- 
rounds them by his presence, as the mountains 
surrounded Jerusalem, and all his perfections 
are constantly engaged for their protection. No 
harm nor aceident, no evil or calamity can hurt 
them, which God sees best they should not suf- 
fer. He will afford them ali ile protection 
which they can ever need in any sitnation in 
which they are placed. God will keep all 
those, who commit themselves to his keeping, 
as in the hollow of his hand, and secure as the 
apple of his eye. And while they take hold 
of this precious promise, they must possess 
their souls in peace and hope, and enjoy strong 
consolation amidst all the dangers of this wick- 
ed world. 

God has promised divine strength and assist- 
ance in duty to those, who trustin him. This 
promise we find in the 40th of Isaiah. “ He 
giveth power to the faint, and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength. Even 
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the 
young men utterly fall. But they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings as eag'es; they 
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shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 
walk and not faint.” Saints need divine aid 
and assistance in every act of duty. They are 
not sufficient of themselves to think any thing, 
is of write es ; but their sufficiency is of God. 
All good men fee! their moral weakness and in- 
cuficiency to do their duty, and therefore are 
sensible of their constant need of divine aid and 
influence in obeying the divine commands. 'T hey 
are nat satisfied with barely doing these things, 
which God has required, but they desire to ae 
the will of God from the heart; and this they 
know depends upon the divine influence upon 
ther minds. As they “— to do every thing 
heartily unto the Lord, and not unto men: so 
they sensibly feel the need of divine aid, in all 
the duties which they are called to perform. 
And when they reflect upon the divine promise, 
that when they are weak they shail be strong, 
it alfords them pecull ir satisfaction. 

God has promised to bestow all good upon 
those, who trust inhim. This great rand exien- 
sive promise runs in this form: “The Lord 
a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, 
blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.” Here 
ail temporal and spiritual blessings are promis- 
ed to those, who trust m the (Cord. Amidst 
the numerous inhabitants of heaven and earth, 
God will keep his eye and his heart upon those 
wlio give up Slietes elves and all things into his 
ha nd. and he will take care of their interests, 
and sutler nothing to destroy their happiness, 
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in all the revolutions and changes which take 
place in any part of the universe. Hence says 
the apostle, “ we know that all things shall work 
together for good to them that love God, and 
are called according to his purpose.” And 
again he says,“ All things are yours ; ; whether 
Paul, or Apoll: os, or C ephi is, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come; ail are yours.” Thus it .a; ppears, tha 
those, who trust nm Ged must be es pPy: Ther 
happiness is secured by the perfections and 
promises of God, which are the strongest secu- 
rity in the universe. 

The important sentiment, whic h is under our 
present co nsideratto n, suggests a few remarks, 

And since trusting In God is the only way to 
be happy, we may see why the wicked are de- 
stroyed by their prosperity. The wicked have 
generally ‘been more preeye rous in their world- 
ly interests than the righteous. And acco rding 
to the scriptures, their worldly prospe rity Is ex- 
tremely dangerous and destructive to their sp: 
ritual and eternal interests. The psalmist says, 
“when the wieked spring up as grass, and 
when all the workers of iniquity ¢ lo flourish, it 
is that they shall be destroy ed for ever.” Again 
it is wi fanaa “the pr osperity of fools shall de- 
str oy them.” Their prosperity is their de- 
struct ion, because it ailords objects of depe 
ence, on which the y trust for hap piness. “ Ti he 
rich man’s wealth 1s his strong tower.’ Pro 
perity preyents men from feeling their depe nd- 
ence upen God, and turns their hearts from 
hin to other objects for happiness. In view 





ee ee ee 








ye 


om ot GE I 





‘ettnce 















Pade at wane 








ASE LOO hs te 08 im oie BE 





iors 


1825. VISITOR. 157 


of the prosperity of the wicked, the psalmist 
says to God, *Surely thon didst set them in 
slippery places; thou castedst them down into 
destruction.” 

Again. Since trusting m God affords true 
happiness, they, who are sensibly cut off from 
this ground of trust must be miserable. This 
is always the case of awakened sinners. Their 
awakenings shake them from all their objects 
of dependence. When they are awakened so 
asto see their character and condition, they 
perceive that worldly objects which they have 
pursued as their portion, alford no foundation 
for confidence and happiness. As they are 
obliged to despair of happmess from the world, 
so they are soon obliged to renounce all confi- 
dence im men and means for relief and salvation. 
And they are finally obliged to renounce all con- 
fidence in themselves. In this situation, awak- 
ened simmers find themselves ruined and hel p- 
less. Every refuge and every hope fails. And 
there is nothing, nm which they can trust. Nor 
do they know what to do. ‘They have no 
heart to trust in God and there is no other 
foundation of confidenee. In their situation, 
therefore, awakened sinners can see nothing 
but darkness and despair. How miserable, then, 
must be the eternal condition of sinners, who 
shall be finally impenitent. They wili have 
no object to rts. upon for support. They 
can haveno hope nor help from God, nor Christ, 
nor angels, nor saints, nor sinners. Upon no 
objges in the universe can they for a moment 
K their hearis for the least good through eter- 
14 
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nity. They must sink in misery and despair 
for ever andever. It does, then, most deeply 
concern all persons now to trust m Gad. They 
are wholly dependent upon bim. And until 
they rejoice in their dependance upon God, 
who is the sovereign of the universe, they can 
have no true rest nor peace, It is written 
“cursed is the man, whgse heart departeth from 
the Lord.’ But “blessed is the man. that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 


| ord s.”” 


The prosperity of the Church. 

By the church, in the sense which is now 
meant, we are not to understand the whole 
number of the elect who are sometimes called 
the church; nor the whole number of religious 
professors. But by the church is now meant 
the whole number of the friends of God, that 
exist in the world at the present time. These 
are the persons, who compose what is called 
the invisible church. They have been trans- 
lated from the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son. ‘This church 
stands distinguished from all the rest of man- 
kind, whether they have or have not named 
the name of Christ. ‘This is the flock of Christ, 
which he pugghased with lis own blood. This 
is the spiritual ‘ipgdom of God, which consists 
of his cordialgubjacts.. A suctession of such 
men has constituted Bae, true churcly of Ged in 
every age ot the, world? SAnd it is the prosper- 
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ity of this true church, which every good man 
desires. It is important to consider what the 
pr ssperity of this church implies. This im- 
ies ifs increase mnumbers. The chureh has 
sometimes been very small. It was once con- 
ined to the family of Noah. It was afterwards 
almost or quite confined to the family of Abra- 
ham. It was small in the time of Elijah, and 
probably smaller still in the days of Christ. 

An since his da» it has never been ve ry bine 
inc om pAriso a with the kingdoms and nations of 
the world. The smallness of its numbers is to 
be gre he lamer nied. and their increase to be 
rt sired. They, who desire the prosperity . 
he wd ‘ch, desire that it may be enlarged i 

numbers, and additions made unto it of such as 
shall be saved. ‘This ts re presente: 1 and pro- 
mised as the future prosperity of the church. 
“Hear, O Jacob my servant, and [srael, whom 
Ihave chosen: Thus saith the Lord, that mode 
thee, and fermed thee from the womb, which 
will help thee: Fear not, O Jacob, my servant, 
and thou Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. For 
I will pour water upon him that ts thirsty and 
floods upon the dry ground: | wil! pout my 
Spirit upon thy seed and my blessing upon thine 
offspring: and they shall spring up as among 
the ¢ rrass, as willows by the water courses.— 
One shall say, I am the Lord's; and enoth 
shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and 
another shall subscribe with bis hand unto thie 
Lord, and surname himself by the name of IJs- 
rael.” Again it issaid to the church, « Enijarge 
the place of thw tent, and let th vt 
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the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, 
lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes, 
For thou shalt break forth on the right ha oe 
and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit th 
Gentiles.” The prophets, Christ. and the apos- 
tles have all predicted the accession of vast 

sumbers to the church, which will greatly add 
to its strength, and glory, and prosperity. All 
large societies are more respect ted than sma!) 
ones of the same kind. They, therefore, who 
wish well to the prosperity of the church, will 
certainly desire that it may inerease in numbers 
and spread far and wide, from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth. It is 
iruly desirable, that the real friends of God 
should become more and more numerous, until 
ihe kingdom, and the dominion, and the great- 
ness of the kinedom under the whole heaven 
be given into their hands. 

‘The prospe rity of the church implies its in- 
crease i knowledge as well asnumbers. The 
church has always been very deficient in divine 
knowledge, which has been a great obstruction 
io its prosperity. ‘Though God has committed 
his sacred oracles to the church and given them 
many means to understand his mind and will, 
yet the charch in general from age to age, 
have been slow of heart to believe and under- 
stand the great and glorious truths which are 
so € minently calculated for their comfort and 
edification. Ia Christ's day the best men in 
the church were extremely ignorant. In the 
apostie’s days the converts to christianity were 
generally weak in knowledge, and : stood in per- 
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petual need of apostolic and ministerial assist- 
ance, to guard them against the grossest errors 
and delusions. ‘The same calamity still attends 
the christian church in every part of the world. 
It must, therefore, be the sincere desire of all 
who seck the prosperity of Zion, that divine 
light may be more and more wereased. The 
church never will greatly prosper, until larger 
measures of religious knowledge are more gen- 
erally communicated toit. Hence we find that 
this 1s one of the blessings, which is to consti- 
tute its future prosperity. “I will give you 
pastors according to mine heart, who shall feed 
you with knowledge and understanding.” “ Move- 
over, the light of the moonshail be as the light 
of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day 
that the Lord bindeth up the breach of his pec- 
ple and healeth the stroke of their wound.”— 
Agam. © 'Thy watchmen shall lift up their voi 
ces, with their veices together shall they sing ; 
for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord 
shall bring -gain Zion.” It is also written, 
“ The earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” The 
more the church increases in divine knowledge, 
the more it will become the light of the world 
and appear in its beauty. Therefore none can 
desire its prosperity, without desiring its know- 
ledge may be increased. 

Again. The increase of the church in holi- 
ness is necessary to its prosperity. This is ii- 
deed « natural consequeace of its increasing in 
knowledge. For the more light the chiidven of 
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God f pera: the more holiness they are capa- 
bie of attaming. Though it is the peculiar and 
distinguishing “char: acter of the church to be 
holy, yet it has never attained to that measure 
of holiness, which would carry irresistible con- 
viction to the world, that it is essenti: lly dis- 
tinct from it. "But the time Is comig, when 
the church will appear in all the beauties of 
holiness to the entire conviction of its enemies 
This is abundantly promised in scripture.— 
Awake, awake ; put on thy strength, O Zion; 
put on thy hianestited garments, O Toews salem, 
the holy city : : for henceforth there shall no 
more come into thee the uncircumcised and the 
unclean.” They shall call them the holy peo- 
ple, the redeeme ‘d of the Lord.” In that doy ' 
shall there be upon the bells of the horses, Ho- 
liness to the Lord: and the pots in the Lord’s S 
house shall be like the bowls before the alt: 
Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall 
be holieess unio the Lord of Hosts; and in that 
day there shall be no more the Canaanite in 
the house of the Lord of Hosts.” These are 
strong, figurative expressions, to represent the 
large measures of holmess, which all the mem- 
bers of the church shall possess, and display 


be tore the eyes of the wondering world. And 
all, ‘alk o wish weil to Zion, ardently desire that 
she may pat on her beautiful garments, and 


look forth as the morning, clear as the sun, fair 
as the muon, and terrible as an army with ban- 
ners. For ihe strength and terror, as well as 
the beauty of the chu rch, consist in holiness.— 
It may be aude d. 
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That the prosperiiy of the church in plies 
its enjoyment of peace and tranquuity. bi has 
hith erto becn m a militant state, and been at- 
tacked, wounded, depressed, and weakened by 
enemies without and sum within. More 
calamities have fallen upon the church then Up. 
on any other society or body of men. But it 
is to be desire, that it may rice superior to all 
opposition and enjoy in ternal peace and cut- 
ward tranquiiity. ‘And this desire may be in- 
creased an d strengthe ‘ned by the great and pre- 
cious p reomises made to the ‘chareh. Rejoice 
ye with Jerusalem ¢ and pe glad with her. : all y« 
that love hans ; rejoice with joy with weit ail ye 
that mourn for her. For thus saith thie Lord, 
behold, I will extend prace to her like a river: 
Violence shall no more be he ard m thy land ; 
Ww asting and destruction within thy: orders ; rou 
shalt call thy we af s salvation aud thy gates praise. 
They shall not hurt nor Geatray 4 in ll my holy 
mountain. And the L ord shall Jonata Upon ev- 
ery dwelling place of mount ion and upon all 
her assemblies a cloud a: d smoke by day, and 
the shining of a flaming fire by night: for uLon 

all (he giory shall bea : ae feuce.” yy na state 

of peace and tranquility is much ic be de sired, 
as it w ill greatly co: itribute to the real ; ere 
ity. glory and felicity of the church. ‘And all 
who desire the prosperity of Ziov, must desire 
that her warfare may be finish: d, when there 
siall be none to hurt or destroy the harmless 

ends and followers of the prince of peace.— 
VW hen all nations shail flow into the church ond 
when its members shail be eminent for kuow- 
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ledge and holiness, and when it shall be reliey- 
ed from its long and painful conflicts with exter. 
na’ and internal enemies; then will the church 
be raised to that state of prosperity and happi- 
ness, which it is yet to enjoy in the earth. 


Holy Angels. 

The time was, when angels frequently ap- 
peared in a visible form and freely conversed 
with the children of men. Then, if a man said 
he had seen an angel, i® was as readily believed, 
as if he said, that he had seen one of his follow- 
creatures. But since angels have ceased to 
make their visible appearance, many are ready 
to call in question, not only their presence and 
agency, but even their existence. | i seems pro- 
per, therefore, to consult the scriptures of truth 
upon this subject and enquire what they say 
concerning these invisible beings. ‘The angels 
are often mentioned in the scriptures and their 
principal features clearly delineated. Accord- 
ing to the scriptures, they are the highest order 
of created bemgs. They are represented as 
prior and superior to men. ‘They existed be- 
fore our world was created. This Ged sug- 
gested to Job, in the humiliating questions, which 
he put to bim. “Then the Lord answered Job 
out of the whirlwind and said—where wast 
thou, when I laid the foundation of the earth 2 
when the morning stars sang together and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy 7” David ac- 
knowledges angels to be superior to man, even 
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in his primi itive dignity a and elorv. “ What is 
man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast 
made him a little lower than the angels and 
ast crowned him with glory and honor.’ And 
the apostle in his epistle to the Hebrews re- 
presents the nature of angels as distinct from 
the nature of the seed of Abraham and next in 
dignity to the divine Redeemer. 

‘The angels are beings of superior power and 
wisdom. They are called * mghty angels*’— 
They are said to excel in strength. ‘T he psalir 
ist says, “ Bless the Lord, ye his angels, re 
excel in strength, that do his cominandments, 
hearkening unto the voice of his word.” The 
wise woman of lekoah, m her artful address fo 
Da vid, reprancs nts anges as posses cd of the 
highest degree of cgeated wisdem. She said, 
« My Lord i is wise, according to the wisdom 
of an angel of God, to know all things, that are 
in the earth”? -The arm of an angel 1s 
stronger than the arm of Sampson. A: ine 
wisdom of an angel is superior to the wisdom of 
Solomon. Though angels may haye made no 
advances in power, yet they have dovbtless 
made great advances inknowledge. They have 
been look ing into the works and ways of God 
nearly six thousand years ; and with their su- 
perior capacities must have exceedingly eularg- 
ed their views of God and of his vast creation. 
The angels are fixed ina state " permanent and 
superior holiness. They were once ina state 
of probation. But w hat was thee test of their 
obedience we are not expressly infurmed. It 

sy however highly probable, that what proved 
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the oceasion of the devils falling, was the occa- 
sion of their establishment in holiness. They 
are culle dtheelectangels. And tev made their 
election sure the day, that satan and his legions 
apostatized and renounced their allegiance e to 
their Maker. Hence it is probable, that they 
consented to become ministering spirits to man- 
kind, white satan and his followers disdained 
such a low and servile employment. Ever since 
that memorable day, they have been confirmed 
in holiness. And on that account they have 
heen distinguished by the appellation « f the hi ly 
ange!s. The 7. were originally formed in the 
moral image of their Maker and have retained 
that im: we by keeping their first estate and per- 
severing in righteousnezs. Nor is thisall. Fer 
they have undoubtedly snieasienndh d in holiness zs 
fost as the y have made advances in knowledge. 
Hence they far surpass all other created bei igs 
in their moral as well as natural excellencies. 
Augels are not incumbered with sucl: gross 
bodies a3 ours. They are represented as spir- 
its. “ And of the angels he saith, Who maketh 
his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of 
fire.” And arain—*Are they not all ministering 
spirits 2” Our Lord saith, “a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones.” And the apostle says, * That 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kir 1gdom of 
God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrup- 
tion.” Angels fre inhabitants of heaven and 


therefore they are not clothed with flesh and 
blood ; nor do they carry with them such gross 


material bodies as the human snecies do.— 
But vet it may be doubted, wheth rer they are 
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altogether incorporeal and totally destitute ‘of 
every material vehicle. They have certawly 
appeared to men in human form/‘and as elgth d 
in bodies. And though these may have been 
on! y temporary, ‘yet it is most consonant to the 
an iogy ol thin gs to suppose, that there is_ but 

oeue absolute ly pure. Bi icorporeal Spirit > and 


that all other intelligences are clothed either in 
terre iva or pipe wee bodies. But these last 
mentioned bodies may be ro disadvantage to 


ane els, €1 ither in respec to the ease and ri pidie 
itv of their motion, or to the clearness of t! 

pe rceptions, or to the | erfection of heir ege 
menis. It may be added, 

There are various orders of angels. ‘This is 
plauly revealed in scripture. Christi is said tocre- 
ie duierent orde rs of angels. + By him were all 
things created thatare in heavenand inearih, visi- 
ble and invisible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities or powers.” Clivisi is 
Si are o be exalted “ far above all princtpa tty 

| power and inight and dominion and every 
name that ts massed, not only m this world, bu 
som that whichis to come.” In another 
place it is said, * he is on the right hand of Gud, 
angels and authorities and powers, being mac: 
suyrect unto him.” And besides these distinct 
orders of angels,.we read of one, whio ts above 
all the rest and who is often called the archi- 
angel. “ $ he Lord himself shali descend frcm 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of tie 
archangel nec with the trump of God.” It has 
been a question whether there be more than 
one sehinengill and even wuether there be one. 
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Way 


Some suppose that Christ is always meant, 
where the archangel is mentioned ; and some 
suppose there are seven archangels. But, on 
the whole, it is most reasonable to suppose, 
that there is one and but one archangel.— 
Whether the distinct orders of angels arise 
from any disparity in their powers, or frem a 
divine appointment, it is not easy to determine. 
li is, however, the most agreeable to that beau- 
tiful variety, which is diffused over the works 
of God, to suppose that there is a real distinet- 
tien in the highest order of beings. One angel 
may differ from another angel, as one star dif- 
fers from another in glory. And they may be 
appointed to diferent offices and employ ments 
according to their dillerent natural and moral 
excellences. he suggestions, which have now 
been stated, respecting the holy angels, ailurd 
pious persons a pleasant subject for contempla- 
tion. It is pleasant that God has such beings, 
as the angels, for constant objects of bis appro- 
bation and complacency. ‘iheir happiness in 
the knowledge, service aud favor of Gud must 
vastly exceed our apprehension. ‘ihe happr- 
ness of angels in their own mutual affection and 
friendship must be exceedingly delightful and 
glorious. they are capable of services of 
greater importance and utility than we can con- 
ceive. ‘The lopg period, which they have al- 
ready existed and the certainty of their eternal 
existence in perfect holiness, blessedness and 
beauty. should Jead us to exalt and praise God, 
who has given such an existence and such dig- 
nity and glory to cn innumerable mulutude el! 
created beings. . 























ENTRACTS. 


The Incarnation of Jesus Christ. 


The incarnation of Jesus Christ is a mysterious doctrine of the 
christiaa revelation, Which its enemies wish to represent as uu 


reasonabie. 


‘This doctrine describes the mediator to be both God and man. 
The sou of God in possession of his whole diviniiy ; uniting with 
himseli a perfect and innocent man, formed by his wisdom, fer the 
purpose of displaying divine holiness, atoning for sin, and fulfilling 
n righieousness, through which transgression inay be gloriously 
pardoned. ‘his union of the divine and human natures, is sup- 
posed to exist, in the Lighest degree, wiihout a communication of 
iuose ailUOnies and properiies to one nature, which were origin- 
ally peculiar to the other. ‘hat it is a wonder, a mystery, a 
mighty work of God, all christians allow ; but, that the ~elief of 
it is unreasonable, doth not follow. It it be possible, and also use- 


fw; itis worthy oi God’s infinite reason, wisdom and goodness. 


The incarnation is possible. 


The man Christ Jesus, was a creature of God's own forming.— 
Phe power of creating, inplies the power of assuming his work- 
manship into any kind of union with himseli, that is pleasing to 
his wisdom. The mystery of this union between inlinite and 
finite, is no greater to us, than the union between our own souls 
and bodies, which no rational man will deny because he cannot 


explain it. 
The incarmation is worthy of infinite wisdom. 


This must be determine@, from the effects it is designed fo pro- 
duce ; which are made known by the word of God. ‘The effects 
are the greatest which can be conceived, and are worthy of inf- 
niie wisdom. Is it not worthy of God, to save an innumerable 
company of guilty creatures, from eternal sin and misery and 


15 
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bring them to a life of gloriousand endless peace? Is it not wor. 
thy of him to glorify himself and make his kingdom happy by the 
display of his perfections, and thus enjoy the goodness o/ his own 
nature? These are the effects of Christ’s incarnation. Effects 
so great and good must be glorious for God; and though in view 
of our weakness and guilt it is infinite condescension, in view of 
the glory which God brings to himself, it is a most credible 


cvent. 


The sacred evidence of this fact in the divine government is 
very great. That Jesus Christ was man cannot be doubted. Hy 
must also be God, for divine names the most peculiar to Deity, 
divine pericctions and werks, and a perfect equality and like ness 
to the latherare ascribed to him. He is called the Creator, and 
ippointed to be the Judge. Divine glory, in the recempiion of 
sinners, made it reasonable this astonishing event should take 
place. 

‘Fo sinful mortals, who are filled with the pride of rank, it may 
appear degrading, for an infinite God thus to unite himself with a 
creature. But it doth not appear thus to perfect wisdom and 
soodness. The jealousy of rank cannot belong to him. His ma- 
esty is the majesty ef love; and he is feartul in the praises Usat 


will forever be offered to his condescending mercy. 


The work of the Holy Spirit. 


Among modern errors, it is one of the greatest to deny the effi- 
cacious work of the Spirit in convincing, renewing and sanctifying 
The temptation to this, arises from men’s desire to think 
The doctrines of human depravity and of a 


men. 
well of themselves. 
ust exposure to eternal death, and of the need of divine influence 
to ceuvince and convert sinners, are so connected, that to admit 
one, implies the truth of the other. Therefore, that they may 
ihink themselves not very guilty and exposed, they are tempted 
to deny the need of a Spirit, and his whole convincing and apply- 


ing work to the hearts of sinwers. ‘There are reasons enough why 


puprincipled men are opposers or secret contemners ina day of reli- 
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m. If that which they see, be the truth and work of God, it 
7 wndemns them; shows their certain-danger; and calls them to 
leave the things they love. But can we account for the reforma- 
tion that often happens, in particular places and persons, with 
recurring to the doctrine of a special influence from God?) Why 
do we at times, see multitudes inquiring, concerned and pained 
with a sense of their sin; self-condemned, and then rejoicing in 


the truth? Why do we find them, with the sentence of sei{f-con- 


demnation in their mouths, still hoping in the free grace of God ; 
bearing a mew te stimony for the trath ; and confe ssing the law of 
God to be right, at the expense of acknowledging themselves to 
> 


be the chief of sinners? Why do we find them leaving their old 


pleasures, and professing that they have found new delights ; con- 
fessing their old sins and amusements, and departing from them ; 
and daily attending to the duties, ig which they once had n@ sat- 
isfaction? Why have we seen infidels and men, who had fallen 
inte every kind of loose and dissipating principles, with opened 
cyes become sensible they were going down to the chambers 
death : and at once turn round to acknowledge the powe: 
Christ’s religion and become the friends of his friends? The 
things have been seen to take place, without any external « 
ofexcitement. They have not been the effects of a fright, by 
any sudden & awful providenees of God ; not the consequence ci 
combination in families and neighborhoods, for while one or a few 
have been taken, others have been left to part from their deares; 
friends, rather than devote themselves to the service aud praites 
of God; not the effects of enthusiasm, for the serious have been 
calm and the greatest friends of order and decency, and very hum- 
ble in the midst of their greatest joys. When all external causes 
appear to be insufficient to produce these effects; when meu’< 
thoughts are thus called from time to eternity, must we not sup- 


pose the cause to be from God's own immediate a 


Further, this appears from ithe nature of the effects wh'ch 


wrought, as well as from there being no other cause which « 


produce them, besides the direct iniluence of heaven. ‘The n 
al natures or dispositions of men, are not changed by small cans 
1 


there is a taste or relish in the mind, which we commoy! + 


naiural, that dcth not arrear suddenly or be small cance 
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a 


altered, But in the present case, tee effects wrought in short se=. 


sons of time, have been great. Persons turning the habitual cur. 





rent of their thoughts from time to eternity ; from the pleasures of 


the world to a delight in God, and in the expected happiness of 
serving and praising him forever ; from earthly amusements to t') 
! 


pleasures of christian communion, and déight in praycr and the 


worship of God; from vain companions to serious one s, whore 


"| 
all ‘Se 


company but little before was painful; from exalting themselves 
to deep humility ; from themselves and the world, to a Saviour 





his laws, and his service. These are great effects, which run 
throuch the whole economy and manners of life, and through ail 
the feclings of the heart. The subjects of this change, do also 
make an acknowledgment by which it is confirmed. The y say, 
‘* once we, were blind, now we see. Once we were miserable in 
the pursuit of world), happivess; now we are happy by relin- 
guishing the wosld and ourselves.” Such effects as theese, if wit 
nessed by a gocc conversation, must be allowed to come from the 
encration of a divine and all-powerful cause.—.V. Sirong. 


Sin and Holiness. 


What is the false theory relative to the nature ef sin, compar 
ed with the true one? It is the fond opinion of many, that sin 
originally consists of extravagaut or inordinate self-love. Ordi- 
nate self-love they approbate ; but inordinate self-love they dis- 
approbate. But how injurious and visionary the opinion ! For, 
who can rationally believe that a little self love is good, and that 
much of itis bad? Now whst is the chaff to the wheat? For 
with eqnal correctness they may hold the reverse ; that a great 








degree of it is good, and a small degree bad ; because the theory 
of trath assures us that the criminality of affections does not de- 
pend on their degree, but on their nature. It is the nature of the 
corrosive mineral which constitutes its poisonous influence ; and 
not its quantity. Ii is the pature of the viper, and not his size, 
which constitutes him a noxious reptile. Thus it is the selfish, 
the monopolizing nature of self-love which constitutes its sinful- 


ness. For the subject of self-love disregards the honour of God or 

















Cr 
the best interest of the universe, and supremely secks his ow 
nal enieyme! To a mind in the habit a A sine 
personal enjoyment. 40a Mind in the habit of correctiv exau 
. : 
ining and comparing things, it is easily ascertained that all sis 
=m radically consists of self-love, or, as the scriptut expressos if, in 
man’s being the lover of his own self, the lover of pleasure, raii 
the a 2 
. than the lover of God. Self-g u in some chi o i 
ove ; ‘ 
er is the substance of all iniquity. As no stream can « 
es 
i run withouta h infain to supy % it. so no sin witho 
‘ . tand desire. Of those who «re not satisfied with this de i 
un ’ 
; of sin, and contend, that sin consists of exercizes which } 
all : : 
: - selfish acts or volilions, we ask for the moral, generical cidlerenc 
Iso & iy : . ; 
(ween se.lish Volifione and thore previous cxercises y wi 
{ na t e previot t 
av, ‘ ‘ : . ‘ 
celfish voliuens are ori A Por we cuafcss ourselves wi 
in <<” . 9 . . : 
F jncapavie of Giscovering the crimyna:ttv of any moral cxercise 
which is not of aselfish nature. Sce’/-vral/ficalion Aicrde Ly fie 


fi 


seed of transgression, 
In this Connexion we also ask, What is the chaff to the whe 


What is the false theory relative to holiness, compared wi.h th. 


iM ee sions! 


correct theory ° For those who } lead that the inordinate exer 


so 


elses of self-love only are sinful, muet aleo plead 1] a'l the or 
4 nate exercises of selfishness are holy, hut this sentiment is oO 
rronious to P+quire serious confutation. For what correct mind 
will believe that f-iove constitutes holiness and sin both, and 


u ' , : : 
‘ that holiness and sia are radically .and wenerically the same ?— 


. ‘ 
sin . . , . * 

; Alas! alas! does inspiration teach us that holiness and sia are 
di- —_— ; ’ . - , , 

® originally the same? that holiness is constitu‘ed by less self-love, 
is- 


end sin by more? Who can conecientiously believe, that holiness 


Or 13 _ } 1 . ; ,: 
would become ein, and sin holiness, Ly the mere decrease and in- 
® crease of selfishness? For, as the nature of every affection is as- 








certatned by the nature of its object, so we at once ascertain the 


at generical diderence between holiness and sin. Light and dark- 
ry ness are not more Giverse than the objects of haly and siniui affec- 
te ® tions. Holiness has for its object or interest the horcr of ¢ 

he ; or the highest happiness of dhe universe : sin has for ifs of jc he 
nd ® self-gratification of the sinner. O how lamental le tha: i ye 


ates or ambassadors of the Prince cf Peace should ever « 


™ the opposite principles of holiness and sin, by incuica 

] 

‘ both are primarily and radically seti-love ! Lor nothing is moe 
ct ; 
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evident in scripture, than that religion is impartial, cr disinterest. 


ed. He who loves God with all the heart, and his neighbour wit; 
the love of equality, and a thousand neighbors in correspondent 
proportion, agrecably to the spirit of the command, is a disin‘er- 
ested character. His estimation of objects, not excepting hin- 


self, is according to their real value and importance. lence the 


apostle, while teaching others to be unselfish, and to prefer t} 


salvation of many before any pe:sénal interest; while pressing 
them to realize the mind of Christ, who came not to seek his 
own ; while delivering the most disinterested precepts, he sol- 
emnly declares his readiness to exhibit the most shining example 
of impartial affection. For the personal sacrifice he conditionall: 
contemplated was inestimably great, because the salvation of mil- 
lions was inestimably precious. His object hormonized with his 
Alas! what is the loose, starving theory of Paul's 
patriotism or national atlachment, inculcated by false and vain 


impartial love. 


teachers, compared with his heavenly soul, which was as big a: 
the universe! I honour and revere the heavenly man. For when 
he prepares the mind to contemplate the vast sacrifice he was wil 
ling to make, by saying, “ ] speak the truth in Christ, ] lie not, my 
conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,” his object 
was literally commensurate with his godly wish 


: he spake like 
man of wisdom, he imitated 


the glorious Saviour. But if we 
misconstrue him; if his heart did not correspond with the literal 
import of his original language, let him, yea, let his Master, c: 
rect us at that day when the divine theory will be crowned wit! 
influence. Now the noble sentiment of the apostle is dist uted bs 
the advocates ef self-love. Then every objector will be silent ; 
for the truth wiil deeply impress all minds.—S, Spring. 


a~satr ased 





erence 


Dying Scenes. 


For about six weeks past I have had occasion to spend severa! 
hours of almost every day with the sick and the dying. ‘These 
scenes are to a minister like walking the hospitals to a young 
surgeon. The various cases which occur exemplify, illustrate, | 


aud explain, with a commanding energy, many truihs, which 
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may be learned indeed at home, but cannot be so well uncer- 


stood, or their force so sensi! ly felt, without the advantage of ex- 
perien ce and observation. As physicians, besides that compe. 
tent general knowledge of their profession which should be com- 
mon to them all, have usually their several favourite branches « 
study, some applying themselves more to botany, others to chyn 


istry, others to anatomy ; so ministers, as their inc!inations and 


cifis differ, are led more closely to consider some particular branch 
of the system of divine truth. Some are directed to state and de- 
fend the doctrines of the gospel ; some have a talent for elucicdat- 
ing difficult texts of scripture ; some have a turn for explaining 
the prophetical parts, and so of the rest. For myself, if it be law. 
ful fo speak of myself, and so far asl can judge, anatomy is my 
favourite branch ; | mean the study of the human heart, with its 
workings and counter-workings, as it is differently affected ina 
«‘ate of nature or of grace, in the different seasons of prosperity, 
adversity, conviction, temptation, sickness, and the approach o! 

uth. The Lord, by sending me hither, provided me a ge 
echool for these purposes. | know not where I could have had <¢ 

tter, or affording a greater variety of characters, in proportion tc 
the number of people {and as they are mostly a poor peopic, and 


stranvers to that address which is the result of education and con- 


erse with the world, there is a simplie ity in what they say cr 
¢>, Which gives me 2 peculiara lvantage in judging of thei:fcas 
But I wasabout to speak of death. Thonch the crand evidence 
oi those truths upon which cur hopes are built arises from the av- 
rity of God speaking them io his word, and revealing them by 
Spirit, to the awakened heart, (for till the heart is awakened 
it is incapable ef receiving this evidence ;) yet some of thesé 
uths are so mysterious, so utterly repugnant to the judgement ot 
depraved nature, that, through the remaining influence of unbe- 


iicf and vain reasoning, the temptations of Satan, and the sult 


rumenuts with which some men reputed wise attack the founda- 
of our faith, the minds even of believers are sometimes capa- 
un being shaken. I. know no better correborating eviden 
for the relief of the mind under sach assaults than the testimo y 
of dying persons,especially of such as have lived out of the noise of 


controversy, and who perk: 





: never heard a syllable of what ha 
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been started in these evil days, against the Deity of Christ, his a- 
tonement, and other importantarticles. Permit me, my Lord, to 
relate, upon this occasion, some things which excee dingly struck 
me in dbe conversation | had with a young woman whom I visited 


in her last illness about two years ago. She was a sober, prudent 


mo 


person, of plain sense, could read her Bible, but had read little 


beside: her knowledge of the world wa; nearly confined to the 
parish ; for 1 suppose she was seldom ifever twelve miles from 


Lome iu her life. She had known the gospel about seven years 


a 


Lefore the Lord visited her with a lingering consumption, which 


ie Le 


at length removed her to a better world. A few days before her 


death, I had been pr: by her bed-side, and in my prayer! 





thauked the Lord, that he gave her now to see that she had not 


followed cunningly-devised fables. When I had finished, she re- 





peated that word, * No, she said, not cunningly devised fables 


these are realities indeed ; { fecl] theirtruth,.1 feel their comfort 
O tell my friends, tell my acquaintance, tell inquiring souls, te 


poor sinners, te}} all the canghters of Jerusalem, (alluding to Sol- 


omen’s Song, v. 16. from which she had just before desired‘me to 





preach at her funeral,) what Jesus has cone fo 


them, that now in the tiine of need § find him my Leloved and 


my friend, and as such I commend himto them.’ She then fix 
ed her cyes stedfastly upon me, and proceeded as weil as I can 
recollect, as follows: ** Sir, you are high!v favored in beimg call- 
ed to preach the gospel. 1 have often heard yeu with pleasure 


but give me leave to teil you, that ! now see a!l you have said, 
or can say, is comparatively but little. Nor till you come into 
my situation, and have death and eternity full in your view, will 
it he possible for you to conceive the vast weight and importance 


of the truths yon declare. Oh! Sir, it is a serious thing to dic ; 





s can express What is needful to support the soul in the 


solemnity of a dying hour.”’ 





I believe it was the next day when I visited heragain. After 





some discourse as usual, she said, with a remarkable vehemence 


of speech, Are you sure I cannot be mistaken ? | answered with- 







eae : . ’ 
out hesitation, Yes, lam sure ; 1] am not afraid to say, my soul 
for your's that you are right. She paused a litle, and then re- 


plied, ** You say true, 1 know | know lamright. 1 feci that my 
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VISITOR. 


» js fixed upon the Rock of ages ; 1 know in whom i have be- 
eyed. Yet if you could see with my eyes you would not won- 
der at mv question. But the approach of death presents a pros- 

nect, which till then hidden from us, and which cannot be ce- 
ecribed.”? She said much more to the same purpose, and in al! 
she spoke there was a dignity, weight, and evidence, which 1 
euppose few professors of divinity, when lecturing from the chair, 
have at any time equalled. We may well say with Elihu, Who 
teacheth like him? Many instances of the like kind] have met 
“with here. 1 have a poor girl near me who looks like an idiot, 
aad her natural capacity is indeed very small ; but the Lord has 
been pleased to make her acquainted alternately with great te mp- 
tations, and proportionally great discoveries of his love and truth. 


Sometimes, when her heart is enlarged, | listen to her with as- 





tonishment. I think no books or ministers] ever met with have 
given me such an impression and understanding of what the apos- 
tie styles ** the depths of God,” as 1 have upon some occasions re- 
ceived from her conversation. 

But lam rambling again. My aitevdance u; 


pon i 
always equally comfortable, but could | learn aright, it micht be 
qually instructive. Some confirm the preciousness of a I 
to me, by the chearfulness with which, through faith in his: 


they meet the king of terrors, Others no less « 





terror and reluciance they discover when they find they must dic 
for though there are too many who sacly siight the blessed gos 
while they are inhealth, yet in this place most are tco enlighten- 
ed to be quite thoughtless about their souls, if they retain their 
senses in their last illness. Then, like the foolish vircins, they 
say, Give us of your oil : Then they are willing that ministers and 
professors should pray with them and speak to them. Through 
the Lord’s goodness, several whem | have visited in these circum- 
stances have afordea me good hope ;_ they have been savingly 
changed by his blessing upon what has passed at the clevenih 
hour. lhave seen a marvellous and blessed change take place 
in their language, views, and tempers. 1 now visit a young per 

son, who is cut short in her nineteenth year by a consumption 

and | think cannot live many cays. 1 fow.d her very ignorant 


and iasensible, and she remained so a cood while ; but of late | 
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hope her heart is touched. She fecls her lost state, slie seems { 
have some right desires, she begins to pray, and in such a mar 
ner as 1 cannot but hope the Lord is teaching her, and will reves) 
himself to her before she departs. But it is sometimes otherwice, 
] saw a young woman die last week ; | had been often with her, 
but the night she was removed she could only say, Ol cannot live, 
1 cannot live ! She repeated this mournful complaint as long as 
she could speak ; foras the vital powers were more oppressed, 
her voice was changed into groans ; her groans grew fainter and 
tainter, and in about a quarter of an hour after she had done 
“peaking she expired. Poor thing, | thought as 1 stood by her bed- 
-ide, if you were a Dutchess, in this situation, what could the 
world do for you now ! 1 thought likewise how many things are 
there that now give us pleasure or pain, and assume a mighty im- 
portance in our view, which, ina dying hour, will be no more to 
as than the clouds which fly unnoticed over our heads. Then 
the truth of our Lord’s aphorism will be seen, felt and acknowl- 
edged, ** One thing is needful.’ J, Newion, 


ANECDOTES. 


PROTESTANTS REPROVED. 


‘*f remember,” says Mr. Matthew Henry, ‘* when I was a 
coung man, coming up to London in the stage coach, in King‘ 
James’s time, there happened to be*%a gentleman in the com- 
pany that then was not afraid to own hémself a Jesuit: many 
rencounters he and I had upon the road, and this was one: he 
was praising the custom, in popish countries, of keeping the 
church doors always open, for peeple to go in at any time to 
say their prayers. I told him that it looked too much like the 
practice of the Pharisees, that prayed in the synagogues, and 
did not agree with Christ’s command. * Thou, when thou pray- 
est, enter not into the charch with the doors open, but into 
thy closet, and shut thy doors.’ When he was pressed with 
that argument, he replied, with some vehemence, ‘I believe 
you Protestants say your prayers no where; for (said he) | 
bave often laid in inns in the same room with them, and have 
carefully watched them, and could never perceive that any of 
them said their prayers, nizht or morming, but one, and he was 
4 Presbyferian.’” Superstitious and self righteous as the Pa- 
pists are, they are very attentive to the form at least, while i! 
is too true that many Protestants, so cailed, never pray at all,- 
Fas est doceri ab hoste 











POETRY. 


He led them by the right way 


When Israel was from Egypt freed, 
The Lord, who brought them out, 
Help’d them in every time of need, 


But led them round about. 


To enter Canaan soon they hop’d ; 
” 


But quickly chang’d their mind, 


When the Red Sea their passage stopp’d, 


And Pharaoh march’d behind. 

The desert fill’d them with alarms, 
For water and for food ; 

And Amalek, by force of arms, 
To check their progress stood. 

They often murmur’d by the way, 
Because they judg’d by sight ; 

But were at Length constrain’d to say, 
The Lord had led them right. 

To the Red Sea that stopp’d them first, 
Their enemies were drown’'d; 

The rocks gave water for their thirst, 
And manna spread the ground. 

By fire and cloud their way was shown 
Across the pathless sands; . 

And Amalek was overthrown 
By Moses’ lifted hands. 

The way was right their hearts to prove, 
To make God’s glory known ; 

And shew his wisdom, power, and love 
Engag’d to save his own. 

Just so the true believer’s path 
Through many dangers lies ; 

Tho’ dark to sense, tis right to faiih, 
And leads us to the skies. 


J. Newton 
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as 


Samson’s Lion 


The lion that on Samson rear’d, 
And thirsted for his blood, 
With houey afterwards was stor’d, 


And furnish’d him with food 


Believers, as they pass along, 
With many lions meet, 


But eather sweetness from ihe sircr 


And from the eater, meat. 


The lions rage and roar in vain, 
For Jasus is their shield ; 

Their losses prove a certatm gain, 
Their troubles comfort yield. 

The world and Satan join their strengt 
To fill their souls with fears ; 

But crops of joy they reap at length, 
From what they sow in tears. 

Aflictions make them love the word 
Stir up their hearts to prayer; 

And many precious proofs afford 
Of their Redeemer’s care, 

The lions roar, but cannot kill, 
Then fear them not, my friends, 
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